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While they were talking to one another, the others finished
their work and prepared the meal. They had just taken their
seats at table and were falling to, when the old man Dolius came
up with his sons, weary after their work, from which they had
been called in by their mother, the old Sicilian, who saw to their
food and looked after their old father with unfailing devotion
now that his years sat heavily upon him. When they set eyes on
Odysseus and realized who he was, they stopped short in amaze-
ment half-way across the room. Odysseus greeted them with
friendly chaff.(Old man,' he said,' sit down to your lunch. And
the rest of you, don't stand gaping there! We have been hard
put to it to keep our hands off the food in here, waiting all this
time and expecting you every minute.'
Dolius ran up with outstretched arms, seized Odysseus bv
the hand, and kissed him on the wrist.(So you have come back
to us, my dear master,' he said with emotion, 'and fulfilled our
dearest wishes! We had given up hope, but heaven itself must
have led you home. Here's health and happiness, and may the
gods shower their blessings on you! But tell me this, for 1 am
anxious — has our wise queen Penelope heard of your arrival
here, or shall we send someone to tell her?'
'She knows already, my old friend/ Odysseus answered
'Don't you trouble your head about that.*
Dolius sat down again on his wooden stool, and now it was
his sons9 turn to gather round the famous Odysseus, make him
speeches of welcome, and shake him by the hand. Then they all
took their seats by Dolius their father.
But while Odysseus' party were discussing their meal in the
farmhouse, whispering Rumour flew like wildfire through the
town., -with the fateful news of the Suitors' hideous death. As a
result, a murmuring throng of mourners, coming in from all
sides with one accord, gathered at Odysseus' gate. They carried
out the corpses and each buried their dead, while those from the
other towns were put on ships and dispatched in the crews* care
to their several homes. The disconsolate Ithacans then trooped
out to the meeting-place, and there, when the Assembly was

